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PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE 
 

Please note the letter, (on the last two 

pages of this newsletter and on the 

website)  from Keith Freitas, CCR 

Airport Manager, regarding water use on 

the field.  

Note that the fines for non-compliance 

are extreme, so try to let everyone know 

about the policy.  The rules have been in 

effect for some time, but were only 

recently brought to light by Keith's letter. 
 
     Stewart Bowers 
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Calendar – October 2013 
 
October 5      9:00 AM   Breakfast and  
       Safety Meeting 
 
October 5    11:00 AM   Fly-out to   
       Petaluma 
NOTE: the October flyout destination has 
been changed to Petaluma 
 
October18    6:30 PM   Casino NIght 
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Here are a few pictures from the last,(September) fly-out to San Carlos (Sky Kitchen). 
Each pilot chose his own route to go to San Carlos - and each one worked out great.  
Breakfast was fantastic! Will definitely fly there again. 
       
       Flyout coordinator extraordinaire:   Natasha 
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Fly-out Destinations for October, November and December 2013 

         
 October 5, 2013   O69    Petaluma 
 
 AIRPORT: Petaluma 
 DISTANCE: 30.5  nm NW 
 RESTAURANT: Two Niner Diner  
 TEL: (707) 765-2900 
 HOURS ON SAT: 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM  
 ADDL INFO: With model airplanes and framed photographs adorning the ceiling and walls 
 and an outdoor deck located steps from the tarmac, Two Niner Diner provides a 
 comfortable atmosphere to eat breakfast, brunch or lunch while watching the planes take 
 off and land at the airport. 
 
 November 2, 2013  STS     Santa Rosa 
 
 AIRPORT: Sonoma County   Santa Rosa 
 DISTANCE: 47.3 nm NW 
 RESTAURANT: Sky Lounge 707-542-9400 
 HOURS on Saturday: 7:30 AM- 10:00 PM 
 ADDL INFO:   The restaurant is a steak house and sushi bar. 
 
 December 7, 2013  WVI     Watsonville 
 
 AIRPORT: Watsonville 
 DISTANCE: 64.5 nm SSE 
 RESTAURANT: Props Restaurant & Lounge 831-724-7767 
 HOURS on Saturday: 11:00 AM- 10:00 PM 
 ADDL INFO:   Reopened in August 2012, the restaurant serves traditional 
    (American) food. 
 
 

Mt. Diablo Pilots Association Mission Statement 
The Mount Diablo Pilots’ Association is a non-profit organization based at Buchanan field in Concord, California (KCCR).  There are many 
benefits to joining the club. The purposes of the Mount Diablo Pilots’ Association are:  
 
 •   To promote good public relations between general aviation enthusiasts and the local community. 
 •   To encourage participation in fly-ins and other aviation activities. 
 •   To promote safety and educational activities for pilots. 
 •   To provide mutual resources of information on flying for members. 
 •   To furnish information and support to the Contra Costa Airport Advisory Committee and other governmental agencies           
      concerned with aviation. 
 •   To be a proxy on aviation matters of community concern for its membership. 
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Dana Drenkowski, an Air Force Academy graduate, continued  Part II of his 
experiences flying B-52G’s and F-4 Phantoms over the unfriendly skies of Viet Nam 
during operation Linebacker. 
 
Dana explained the tactics that the Vietnamese used against American pilots, 
including the dreaded “SAM” missiles, heavily concentrated radar guided Anti-
Aircraft fire and Mig 17’s and Mig 21’s.   Dan flew both the B-52 and later jumped at 
the opportunity to become a “Fighter Pilot” and fly the F-4 Phantoms. 
  
Dana displayed the long routes that the bombers took from Guam and Thailand after 
they finally got approval to strike important targets of Hanoi and Haiphong harbor, 
which in the past were diplomatically disapproved by our government. 
  
His Squadron, 13, the “Black Cats” adopted a real black panther, found in the 
jungles, named “Eldridge”.  Dana took great pleasure in caring for this “Big” kitty cat 
that would hide under the squadron desks and swipe at the legs of passing airmen, 
knocking them off their feet.  “Work hard, play hard!” 
  
Hopefully we can get Dana back to tell us more stories of other Government 
sponsored adventures that he participated in, in other parts of the troubled world. 
    
          By Chet Robbins 
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The following is a true story from a magazine article from a couple of years ago that was posted in the FBO at Murray 
Field in Eureka.  The pilot was a local character who had flown for years, low over the bay, spotting fish. After the 
accident, he surrendered his pilot’s license and title to the aircraft to the FAA. He passed away not too long ago. 
         The California pilot of a Cessna 150 operating over Humboldt Bay said his engine started to "fadeout." The pilot 
reported applying carburetor heat without success until the engine quit graveyard dead. Restart was unsuccessful and 
the pilot conducted a "standard water landing" in about 12 feet of water. 
      (We'd like to see what a "standard water landing" in a 150 looks like, but it gets much, much better). 
      During the investigation, the FAA rep checking out the recovered aircraft noted an overall condition of poor 
maintenance, including a placard stating the carb heat was inoperative. (You know, the carb heat the pilot said he 
applied).The last recorded annual was accomplished 16 years earlier. Not to worry, however, as the pilot reported that 
he did the maintenance on the aircraft, albeit without the pesky detail of having actually acquired an A&P certificate. 
The pilot's medical was six years old and no record of a BFR existed, but that's ok, too. According to the pilot, the real 
cause of this accident was that his weather briefing (from an unspecified source) didn't include a temperature and dew 
point report. 
  
          Submitted by Elaine 
  
 
 MDPA Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6632  Concord, CA. 94524 
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        The MDPA Clubhouse is on the west side of the airport, south of the airport manager’s office. 

200 Sally Ride Drive  Concord,  CA  94520 
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Call the Flight School at (925) 334-7934 for details. 

 
 

The Redbird FMX full motion flight simulator is a state-of-the-art flight training 
device that makes flight training affordable. 

 
The Redbird FMX uses the same concepts that major airlines use to train their 
pilots, only on a slightly smaller scale. 
Our Redbird FMX mimics the cockpit of a new Piper Archer with HSI and dual 
Garmin 430 GPS, and a new Baron G-58 with G1000 Avionics suite. Our full 
motion simulator is great for:  
  Primary flight training  
  Instrument training / IPC  
 Complex / G1000 Avionics training  
 Area familiarization training (we can position the pilot at any airport 
 in the world!) 
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